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'To  fulfill  their  r.ission  effectively,  goveriment  agencies  riust  ha.ve  aiius  and 
policies. 

The  Federal  policy'  of  forestr}’’  has  "been  developing  in  the  United  States  for 
sixty  years,  adapting  itself  graduall:'”  to  the  changing  needs  of  the  country.  Step 
by  steu  fcr\mrd,  aiding  for  the  best  use  and  conservation  of  the  forest  resources 
of  the  nation,  the  advance  of  forestry  has  amounted  to  a gradual  unfolding  of  a 
national  uui'oose. 

TThen  ’-ve  speak  of  forestry  we  nean  putting  into  practice  those  nethods  of 
managing  and  protecting  forest  lands  tliat  will  unsui’e  -their  permanence  through 
continuing  crops  of  tlnher. 

The  practical  need  of  forestry  h?-'.s  been  made  clear.  The  Anerican  people 
have  come  to  hold  tlaat  forest  destruction  and  waste  is  uidesirable  and  injurious 
to  public  welfare.  There  is  also  strong  populsn  belief  that  forests  should  be 
restored  to  lands  stripped  of  trees  and  not  needed  for  other  uses. 

Tha.t  is  plain  common  sense.  But  for  over  one  hundred  and  t’centy  million 
people  living  and  laboring  in  such  a variety  of  regions  and  differing  so  widely 
in  interests  to  come  to  a practically  unanimous  view  in  a single  lifetime  is  a great 
achievement . 

A broad  and  deep-se-?ted  belief  now  exists  that  if  the  forests  are  allowed  to 
vanish  the  n2.tional  welfare  will  suffer.  Forestry  "mst  not  merely  protect  the 
supplies  of  'aood  and  water,  but  must  meet  a host  of  other  hu.ian  needs.  So  broad 
is  the  field,  that  the  national  interest  is  affected,  and  thete  a,re  certain  portions 
of  this  service  th-^t  can  -and  should  be  undertsken  b';’  the  Federal  governi'nent . 

Stated  briefly,  the  aim  of  the  Federal  forest  policy  is  to  bring  about  the 
highest  use  of  the  forest  as  one  of  the  country's  greatest  basic  resources.  This 
objective  has  been  defined  from  a uublic  angle  as  "the  greatest  good  to  the 
greatest-  number  iii  the  long  run." 

Under  long-prevailing  customs  of  nal-ad justed  use,  men  have  been  taking  what 
they  need  from  the  forest  without  urovision  for  forest  perpetuation.  To  build  up 
a better  m.ethod  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  forest  situation  in  all  regions,  is  a 
task  so  big,  that  it  ma.y  be  compared  to  the  historic  building  up  of  the  great  body 
of  agricultural  knowledge  and  practice  upon  which  our  national  farming  industry 
rests  today. 
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Manifestly,  a national  agency  is  called  upon  to  take  the  lea.d.  The  Forest 
Service  as  the  national  agency  designated  has  attenpted  to  nieet  this  duty  for  25 
'years,  not  only  hy  onerating  in  fields  distinctly  national  hut  in  fullest,  co- 
operation \?ith  the  Sta,tes  and  others  ’forking  toward  the  sa.ne  great  end. 

The  correlated  use  of  forest  resources  has  been  demonstrated  on  the  national 
forests.  Imnroved  forest  practices  are  steadily  finding  application  on  other 
forest  l-ands.  But  there  still  remain  l.arge  areas  of  forest  lands  in  need  of  a 
sound  system  of  management  and  mrotection  from  fire.  Again,  millions  of  acres 
of  cutover  lands  are  fast  becoming  a oublic  liability,  and  forestry  practice 
alone  can  put  them  to  beneficial  use. 

On-T  reoort  this  year  shows  that  although  few'  of  the  legislatures  met,  the 
year  has  been  marked  by  notable  progress  in  State  forestry.  Forest  protection 
organization  has  made  good  headv/ay . State  land  t.ax  laws  have  been  changed  in 
some  cases  to  encourage  timber  cropping  instead  of  stripping  everything  off  the 
land  and  letting  it  go  tax  delinquent,  with  disastrous  results  to  communities. 

ITew  York,  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Georgia,  Massachusetts,  Kentucky,  and  some 
other  States  made  not.^.ble  advances  in  forestry  legisl?’tion . Texas  voted  25 
thousand  dollers  to  buy  virgin  pine  forest  lands. 

The  federal  goverunent  increased  its  cooperation  T/ith  the  'stakes  during  the 
year.  It  contributed  more  than  one  and  a.  half  million  dollars'  to  help  the  St^-tes 
in  fire  protection,  forest  tree  distribution,  and  farm  forest  extension  work.  On 
twenty-one  thousand  more  farms,  improved  forestry  methods  were  adopted  during 
the  year.  Millions  of  new  acres  came  under  some'  degree  of  fire  protection.  State 
and  Federal  agencies  furnished  more  than  25  million  trees  for  planting,  putting 
socie  25  thousands  acres  back  to  nroducing  forests. 

Fire  protection  on  the  l49  nkional  forestswas  greatly  improved  in  organ- 
ization, equipment,  and  roads  during  the  year.  On  account  of  added  efficiency, 
more  facilities  and  excellent  coo-)eration,  from  many  sources,  fires  on  the 
nationa.1  forests  were  cut  to  about  one-fifth  of  the  acreage  burned  in  1929* 

kventy-f ive  years  and  more  ago  fires  burned  every  year  almost  v/ithout  re- 
straint over  thousands  of  acres  of  n'^’tional  forest  land.  Present  -orotection  is 
holding  the  burned  area  on  most  of  the  forests  to  less  than  one  per  cent.  Twenty- 
five  wears  ago  there  was  no  organized  fire  detection  s^/steri  on  the  national 
forests.  During  the  present  season  more  than  fourteen  h-undred  watchnen  were 
assigned  to  duty  in  lookout  stations  and  towers.  Thirty-seven  thousand  miles  of 
telephone  lines  are  nov/  in  use. 

In  the  old  days  m.ost  local  residents  took  no  regular  part  in  detection  and 
suppression.  And  it  is  recognized  by  the  foresters  that  effective  fire  protection 
is  impossible  without  the  cooperation  of  local  residents  and  forest  visitors. 

Opening  over  3OO  new  free  public  camping  grounds  with  improvements  for  the 
use  of  forest  visitors,  the  Forest  Service  increased  recreation  facilities  in  the 
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national  forests.  Sor.ie thing  over  30  ;nillion  people  visited  the  forests  as 
tom’ists,  canpors,  picnickers  and  sightseers  last  year. 

Big  gaae  animals  and  small  f/ild  life  on  the  national  forests  showed 
gratifying  increases.  Bhere  are  now  more  th-n  two-h'ondred  and  fifty  state  and 
federal  game  refuges  within  the  one-hundred  and  forty-nine  national  forests.  Live 
stock  interests  are  well  served,  too.  Under  Forest  Service  permit  I3  million 
head  of  livestock  were  grazed  on  the  national  forests  the  past  season. 

Carefully  supervised  grazing  on  the  national  forest  ranges  has  improved  the 
forage  in  recent  years,  and  quality  and  v/eight  of  the  animals  have  keen  improved. 
Natural  reseeding  of  ranges  has  "been  promoted,  and  erosion  on  national  forest 
lands  is  "being  reduced.  Continued  research  is  "being  carried  on  "by  the  Forest 
Sei"/ice  looking  to  the  constant  improveinent  of  range  management  methods. 

A step  forv^'ard  was  taken  recently,  when  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  approved 
the  esta'olishing  of  nev'  Experimental  Forests,  Nat'oral  jVreas  of  virgin  forests, 
and  Prhaitive  Areas  for  recreation  and  ureservation  of  the  v/ilderness  type  of 
forest.  These  are  to  "be  chosen  in  representative  forest  regions  throughout  the 
United  States  -and  Alaska.  Three  new  urimitive  areas  were  approved  in  Oregon  last 
month.  Education  will  be  served,', and  citizenship  will  retain  the  inspiration  of 
early  days  of  the  Hepublic,  through  the  enjoyment  and  study  of  representative 
virgin  forests. 

Heartening  to  the  foresters,  to  the  oublic,  and  to  the  cause  of  emplo^mjent, 
is  the  expenditure  of  an  additional  five  million  dolla.rs  this  fiscal  year  for 
new  forest  highways.  I'any  more  roads  are  needed,  however,  to  make  the  na.tional 
forest  areas  more  accessible  for  use  and  to  aid  in  fire  prevention  and  suppres- 
sion. Waole  townships  in  some  of  the  forests  still  have  no  roads  of  any  kind. 

The  experiments  station'  and  the  Forest  Products  Laboratory  at  Madison,  Wis., 
have  gained  new  knowledge  this  year  of  the  m.ethods  for  growing  and  using  wood. 
Bgtter  drying,  painting,  and  gluing  methods,  needed  in  hour  sing,  industry  and  in 
aviation  hav^  been  dexiOnstrated  and  the  methods  published.  Better  pulping  methods 
and  turpentining  mractice,  are  offered.  Soil  erosion  studies  and  taxation  studies 
have  continued,  and  the  first  great  survey  of  all  the  timber  resources  of  the 
United  States  was  initiated. 

It  is  possible  to  cover  by  a few  uhases  of  the  Forest  Service  work  in  a brief 
report  like  this.  One  of  the  outstanding  things  we  have  noted  is  the  adv.ance  in 
forest-mindedness  of  the  .kierican  people,  and  their  desire  to  support  forest  con- 
servation. Forests  are  now  definitely  recognized  as  the  one  great  renewable 
natural  resources  of  the  United  States.  That  they  will  win  even  more  attention 
from,  year  to  .j^’e-i.r  seems  assured. 
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